BATTLECREEK COMMONS
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes
May 12,2023 - 12:00 pm

WELCOME HOMEOWNERS: 10 homeowners attended via Zoom.

QUORUM CALL: The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm. All Board members are present.

X Sharon Grasseth (President) X Sue Harris (Secretary)
X Nathan Goldberg (Vice President) X Joan Bechtel (Director)
[] Dee Doyle (Treasurer) X Jim Nixon (Director)

X Jeanne Dalton (Treasurer Backup/Director)

NEW BUSINESS:

A. Contract for Tree Assessment — Sharon gave an overview of the 2023 Budget line item for tree removal
expenses. Megan provided information on how the Grounds Committee have learned recently from
several arborists who recommend that the trees don’t need to be removed due to the pine beetle issue,
unless the trees are at an ‘end stage’ health status. The Committee is requesting the funds initially
budgeted for tree removal be moved from tree cutting to instead fund a tree assessment project on the
tree canopy of 300 trees on BCC property. A tree assessment report would provide the Grounds
Committee a tree health assessment report and recommendations on how to care for them going forward.
The committee needs a list of any tree diseases and recommendations on how manage trimming, thinning,
etc. The Committee will work together with the Maintenance Committee projects related to tree roots
affecting sidewalks and roads in the coming years. The assessment will proactively benefit both
committees for forecasting future committee budgets.

Megan provided the credentials for a contractor: Todd Prager & Associates, LLC, an urban forest specialist
from Lake Oswego (who does not cut down trees). Their contract quote was $6,470 + mileage, with other
bids received between $10,000-$12,000. This company has an excellent reputation working with the City of
Tigard and other community tree projects. Their survey work would provide recommendations for the next
five years.

Joan asked for clarification on what is the name of the BCC budget line item. Finance chair, Betty stated the
line item is labeled “major tree work”. Betty mentioned that there will be some extra expenses related to
the current sewer work that needs to be discussed at the next Finance Committee as well, but the sewer
work is a separate budget line item. Jeanne asked what the balance is in “major tree work” line item, and
Betty responded, it is $25,000.

The Board held a discussion of support for this assessment work and without an assessment now, BCC
could face additional unforeseeable expenses in the future.

Joan Betchel, made a motion, seconded by Jeanne Dalton, to proceed with the contract with Todd Prager &
Associates, LLC signed and the tree assessment work to be done. The motion passed unanimously, with one
voter absent.

CORRESPONDENCE:

B. Gate damage - Discussion on recent homeowner gate damage. The Board will have a notice sent out to the
neighborhood to be on alert and report any suspicious activity to the Salem Police Department.
Homeowners are encouraged to report this type of scenarios to the Salem Police non-emergency phone
line at: 503-588-6123, or file a report online at: https://egov.cityofsalem.net/PoliceReporting/
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https://egov.cityofsalem.net/PoliceReporting/

GOOD OF THE ORDER:
Sharon mentioned that a pest control company is treating the carpenter ants around in the BCC clubhouse.

The meeting adjourned at 12:23 pm.

The next monthly Board meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 23rd at 6:00 pm, via Zoom meeting.
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