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BATTLECREEK COMMONS 
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

June 27, 2023 – 6:00 pm, In-person & via Zoom 
Meeting packet & Committee Reports 

 https://www.battlecreekcommons.com/board-meetings 
  
 
WELCOME HOMEOWNERS:   Eleven homeowners attended via Zoom and eight in-person. 
 
QUORUM CALL:  The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm. Five Board members present, two absent. 
 

 Sharon Grasseth (President)     Sue Harris (Secretary) 
 Nathan Goldberg (Vice President)    Joan Bechtel (Director) 
 Dee Doyle (Treasurer)      Jim Nixon (Director) 
 Jeanne Dalton (Treasurer Backup/Director) 
   

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS BOARD MEETING:   
The minutes for May 23, 2023, Special Board meetings were approved by the Board members; four yes votes, one 

abstains. 
 

MANAGER REPORTS:   
 Office Manager – Louise Kohut / Deanna Bontrager – One property for sale. The office continues to receive 

complaints regarding dog issues. Seven late fees were assessed. One homeowner received a delinquency letter No. 
1 for late payment of HOA dues. 
 

 Grounds Manager – Don Hiebenthal – Recently, a major irrigation water Leak occurred behind unit 1847 with a 
complicated issue and needed a deep repair and replacement of galvanized piping. It is now repaired and working 
well. Last week, winter roofing was called in to replace a homeowner roof which would have been the last one for 
this year. However, the owner of the property who has been having health issues, did not want to the roof worked 
on. I spoke with the owner, and he is okay with getting his house done in 2024. Winter roofing will give us a bid on 
another home which was scheduled for 2024 to replace the one which would have been worked on this summer.  
The maintenance crew continues to see dog Poo in areas within the property. The newsletter had a good reminder 
for owners to pick up after themselves when they walk their dogs. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 Maintenance/Repair – No updates. Bill will be monitoring the sewer work this week. 
 
 Architectural – Bill Burnside – Several resident architectural replacements were approved: fence replacements, 

patio, and a front door. The Committee completed community walk-throughs, 20 friendly reminders were given 
about keeping areas in-line with R&Rs, mostly ‘paint-related’ and a couple of non-compliant items were addressed 
to keep areas within a continuity of the community. Bill recommended an addition to the R&Rs for exterior item 
coverings to be in a neutral color such as black, grey, or brown. The Board asked the Documentation committee 
to draft up language for the Board to review at next meeting. 
 

 Planning & Projects – Colleen Goldberg – no report. 
 
 Orientation – Mary Schroeder – Two new homeowners have replied that they expect to move-in soon and will 

make contact when ready to meet. One has not replied. No homeowner visits or scheduled visits in June. 
 

Meeting%20packet%20&%20Committee%20Reports%20https:/www.battlecreekcommons.com/board-meetings
Meeting%20packet%20&%20Committee%20Reports%20https:/www.battlecreekcommons.com/board-meetings


 

PAGE  

BCC Board Meeting Minutes for 06/27/23 - FINAL 

2 

 Nominating – Betsy Hughes – Three Board positions are up for election in November (currently held by Joan, 
Jim, and Nathan). In July, the committee will be looking for candidates to fill those positions. Contact Betsy if 
homeowners would like to nominate a homeowner or would like more information on serving on the Board.  
 

 Emergency Preparedness (EP) – Nathan Goldberg – Aline report that the committee discussed the 2024 
Budget. The committee will participate in the Annual Night Out on August 1st on the basketball court. Suggested 
that ALL BCC Committees participate by having a table. This would be a great time to share with residents the 
projects of the different committees and perhaps give an opportunity for interested people to sign up to serve on a 
committee. More details to come. Gave an update on the Supplies Cache Procurement. Three committee members 
attended the June 8th City Monthly CERT Meeting. A new City Emergency Manager was identified and will be 
appointed June 20th. Their supervisor, Deputy Chief of Administrative Services, City of Salem Fire Department, and 
the former City Emergency Manager were present at the meeting. They answered questions and addressed 
concerns about CERT in Salem. It was suggested that we send a letter to the Emergency Manager’s office describing 
our cache request so it can be at the top of the new person’s priority list.  A letter was sent on June 12th and 
acknowledgement received. Our committee’s July meeting will meet at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, July 11th in clubhouse. 
The committee welcomes new members. 
 

 Neighborhood Watch – Committee continues to review and monitor camera footage.  
 

 Finance –Betty McKinney – The Finance Committee met on June 7, 2023. Discussion occurred on the 2023 
Budget adjustments due to several unexpected major expenses in 2023. Members of the Grounds Committee 
discussed the impacts of these budget cuts to their 2023 plans. The Board recommends that Committees have a 
representative on the Finance Committee to work through their budgeted plans and projected expense timelines. 
Joan recommended that there be a ‘contingency’ line item (around $25,000+) in the 2024 Budget for unexpected 
expenses (example: tree damage in the winter). The alternative would be a special assessment for these unexpected 
expenses. Joan also reminded Committee Chairs that each time budgeted funds are spent, they require Board 
approval which depends on how much is in the budget at any given point. Discussion occurred on how the wi-fi 
works for meetings held in the clubhouse. Nathan will get with Betty on setup options. Nancy Clark-Edwards has 
agreed to be on the Finance Committee, and the committee seeks board approval for the appointment. 
 

 Grounds – Megan Trow/Virginia Ferguson – Virginia talked about the result of the tree survey and the 
grounds budget funds needed for several projects such as the tree canopy concerns. Continental Planting - 
Committee will be removing rocks and roots, raking the potting soil, restarting the existing irrigation system, 
installing separate feeder lines for the plants, and installing a covering of arborist chips, completing this 
project under budget. SUMMER Clean Up Day - Planning as needed. Tree Canopy Survey completed - A 
Certified Arborists evaluated and tagged approximately 250 trees in several site visits, prioritizing pines, 
sequoias, and other conifers since these trees had been the focus of disease concerns. On BCC's website at: 
https://www.battlecreekcommons.com/board-meetings is tonight’s Meeting Packet with additional 
committee information: APPENDIX A: Summary of work in progress and completed to date. APENDIX B: 
TREE SURVEY - Identification; noting species, size, conditions, structural conditions, and pest/disease issues 
to help our committee plan how to manage our big trees. A notice has been sent to all residents about not 
removing the tags. Greg Melton is resigning from committee due to health issues. The committee would like to 
send a committee report update to BCC homeowners soon. Send to Sharon and Louise can send it out. 

 
 Social – Bonnie Shaughnessy-Smith – A BCC ‘Sack-Lunch’ gathering event had 16 attendees. It was a good 

time by all.  
     

  Newsletter – Aline Autenrieth – July newsletter is done and distributed. 
   

 Documentation - Mary Schroeder – Nothing to report. 
 

 Transfer Fee (Ad-Hoc) – Betsy Hughes – Betsy gave an update on the article in the newsletter. Betsy 
requested that the committee stay in existence. Board members in attendance agreed. Discussion occurred 
around the lessons learned and investments made. 
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OLD BUSINESS: 

 
A. Discussion: Dog issues, fine level, next steps – Discussion occurred, and a letter will be sent to 

homeowner on next steps. 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 

A. Discussion: Vandalism / Safety Concern – Neighborhood Watch committee gave an update. 
 
 

CORRESPONDENCE:   
None received in June. 
 
GOOD OF THE ORDER:  
 
A homeowner suggested that a new rule be explored for not allowing homeowners to live in their garages. 
More research is needed. Discussion occurred on city and county ordinances. 
 
A homeowner suggested that if there are other homeowners who are willing to help their neighbors with 
handy work such as painting, that they should leave their name/phone number at the office to help. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 7:28 pm.  
 
The next monthly Board meeting will be held at the clubhouse on Tuesday, July 25th at 6:00 pm, with an 
optional Zoom meeting link for homeowners to join as well. 


